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HISTORY  OF  JANE  SllOlUi. 


■c  CHAP  I. 

rffe  parentage  and  birth  of  Jane  Shore;  how  her  early 
beauty  caused  many  to  fall  in  love  with  her  ;  am!  how  to 
prevent  her  being  stolen  and  debaucheii,  her  father  mar^ 
ried  her,  against  her  mindj  to  l^latthew  Shore« 

rHOUGH  there  are  but  few  who  have  not 
leard  of  ihe  famous  Jane  Shore,  wife  to  Mat- 
thew ^-hore,  goldsmith,  of  Lombard  Street,  id 
London,  and  concubine  to  kin<j  Edward  IV. 
jf  Kns^hmd  :  yet  as  there  are  not  any  histories, 
BVen  the  most  voluminous,  that  have  taken  any 
extended  notice  of  many  important  passagesi 
l^f  her  life,  I  shall  here  set  down  the  particulars 
^fathered  from  all,  with  such  other  matters  as 
jSave  before  been  made  public^  selected  from 
authentic  rec*  rds. 

^  This  lovly  woman  (whose  beauty  tempted  a 
miijhty  and  warlike  king  to  fall  in  Jove  with 
her)  was  born  in  Cheapside.  Her  father*s 
name  vvas  Thomas  Wa'nstead,  a  mercer,  of 
good  esteem.  Being  his  only  daught  r,  he 
caused  her  to  learn  to  dance,  sing,  and  play 
|on  several  musical  instruments ;  and  being 
naturally  witty,  and  of  a  lively  disposition,  she 
improved  in  them,  to  his  content  and  satisfac- 
tion ;  so  that,  doating  on  her,  as  it  were,  he 
clothed  her  richly,  adorning  her  with  costly 
jewels.  His  trade  lying  among  the  court 
ladies,  he  often  carried  his  dani;hter  with  him, 
to  shew  her  the  pastimes  that  were  fiequently 
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made  there  to  divert  the  queen  and  court,  which 
gave  her  an  early  longing  after  a  higher  gen- 
tility than  she  had  yet  attained  to,  or  her  city!, 
breeding  was  likely  to  produce.  !! 

When  she  grew  to  the  age  of  fifteen,  her 
competent  stock  of  beauty,  and  sprightly  car-  ' 
riage  caused  many  to  fall  in  love  with  her; 
and  some  great  lords  fixed  their  eyes  on  her  to  ' 
get  her  for  a  mistress  ;  which  her  father  per-  ' 
ceiving,  sent  her  privately  to  stay  with  his  sister 
at  Northampton,  where  she  remained  about  a.lj 
year,  till  he  supposed  their  enquiry  after  her 
was  over,  and  that  she  might  safely  return, 
without  any  hazard  of  being  further  tempted  to' 
lewdness.  ' 

Yet  she  was  no  sooner  at  home,  but  a  plot  j 
was  laid  one  night  to  have  her,carried  away  in 
a  chariot  by  Lord  Hastings;  who,  after  the 
death  of  king  Edward,  took  he¥  for  his  concu-^ 
bine,  as  will  appear  io  the  close  of  this  history^^J 
But  the  maid  he  had  bribed  \¥ith  gold  to  get',. 
her  abroad,  repenting  such  treachery  to  her  ' - 
Diaster,  aave  linielv  notice,       vlrieh  mean^  it" 
was  prevented  ;  and  her  lotlier  piunuy  pereeiv^ 
ing,   unless  he  qui-ikly   took    ^  onie  .praderii'jj' 
course,  her  stock  of  beauty  vvoukl  be  her  ruin, 
resolved  to  marry  her  ;  thatluiving"  sjirrendered"  J 
her  virginty,  and  beini^  in  the  nnns  of  a  hus- 
band,  tliose  that  befi^re  sought  to  crop _  hef ''^ 
virgin  rose,  would  not  regard  her,  but  giv^''^ 
over  their  pursuit.  .  _  -        ^  ^^  j:^' 

A  ml  amongst  those  that  courted  and  eeixiif^^y 
ly  sought  her  in  the  way  of  marriage,  was  6w:  ^ 
Matthew  Shore,  a  wealthy  goldsmith,  in  Loiii^j  J 
bard  Street,  whom  jier  father  pitched  on  fpr  a^^ 
fit  husband,  and  acquainted  his  fair  daughtei^' 


itli  his  intetitioirs  to  mm^fy  her  to  him ;  but 
'  le  appeared  very  averse  to  it^  alleging*  some.. 

mes  the  disproportion  of  years,  he  beingf  above 

lirty  :  at  other  times,  his  being-  much  disli- 
'  iired  with  the  small. pox. 
'  However,  her  fatber^s  positive  commands, 
^  nd  the  rich  presents  her  lover  made  her,  won 

er  consent,  or  seemingly  she  yielded  to  the 
J  latch  ;  and  so  they  were  married  i is  great 
J  omp,  many  of  the  court  as  well  as  those  of 
J  le  city  being  invited  to  the  wedding.. 

'     ,  CHAP.  II. 

'  [ow  Jane  Shore  was  admired,  after  her  marriage,  for  her 
'  beauty  ;  and  how  Lord  Hastings  made  suit  to  her  to  he 
*  his  Mistress,  and  the  repulse  she  gave  him.    How  he 
praised  her  so  much  to  king  Edward,  that  the  king  went 
disguised  to  see  her,  and  fell  in  love  with  her. 

Phf  new  bridegroom  having  enjoyed  his 
^arming  bride,  grew  extremely  fond  of  her, 
;ven  to  doating,  which,  as  it  usually  bappens 
vith  married  women,  sickened  and  palled  her 
ove  towards  him;  and  to  wind  himself,  as 
le  thought,  the  more  in  her  affections,  he 
clothed  her  very  richly,  and  adorned  her  with 
evvels,  denying  her  nothing  that  she  desired, 
3r  he  concluded,  could  tend  to  her  delight  or 
satisfaction  ;  so  she  always  appeared  abroad 
and  in  her  shop  like  a  terrestrial  angel  :  which 
glorious  sight  allured  many  to  come  and  lay 
out  their  money,  who,  otherwise  would  not 
have  done  it; 

Nor  was  it  long  ere  Lord  Hastings  lieard  the 
news,  to  him  unwelcome,  that  his  fair  Jane  was 
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iiiarried  %  he,  iiowaver,  was  determined  not  to- 
relinquish  his  purpose  of  enjoying:  her  :  so  that 
he  offen  reported  to  her,  treann*^  her  at  home, 
and  her  husSnnd  abroatl.  And  often  iiivitins^ 
them  bo  h  to  court,  he  took  opportuuity  to 
pour  out  his  amorous  discourse  to  his  wi%, 
fahonriuG^,  by  manv  Aiir  words  and  devices,  to 
seduce  her  to  trau'^iri'ess  h<T  nuptial  vows^ 
But  bein^  very  witty,  and  of  a  j  >vial  and  mer- 
ry temper,  she  so  baffled  him  with  her  quick 
replies,  that  he  could  not  teli  which  way  to 
take  her  :  for  when  he  often  supposed  she  was 
the  nearest  yielding  to  comply  with  his  desires, 
he  found  her  farther  from  it. 

One  time,  intending  to  try  his  utmost  effort, 
he  threw  her  upon  a  bed  when  they  were  pri^  i 
vately  together  in  her  house,  she  got  from  him, 
and  ran  to  her  husband,  telling  him  plainly 
how  rude  Lord  Hastings  had  been  ;  which  so 
provoked  the  good  man,  that  he  modestly  re- 
buked him,  forbidding  him  his  house  and  his 
wife's  conversation  ;  which  made  him  fly  away 
in  a  great  heat,  resolving,  in  revenge,  to  raise 
up  such  a  rival  against  Shore,  that  neither  his 
authority,  nor  his  wife's  chastity,  should  be 
able  to  withstand. 

This  lord  being  chamberlain  to  king  Edward  , 
IV.  and  a  great  favourite,  h^ivinfi:  frequently 
his  ear,  and  finding  he  was  inclining  to  fair 
women,  though  he  was  married  to  Lady  Kli-' 
zabeth  Gray,  took  an  opportunity  to  sound  in 
his  ear  the  fame  of  Jane  Shore's  beauty,  extoll- 
ing her  witty  and  merry  humours  even  above 
that  of  her  excellent  features  ;  which  made  the 
king  (his  wars  being  now  entirely  ended  with 
the  howe  of  Lancaster,  and  he  securely  settled^ 


■^n  his  throne)  hearken  i  lore  to  this  new  a^lveii- 
Lire,  in  piirsuinqf  of  which  he  expectefl  much 
leasure  and  clelii^-ht ;  and  therefore  rasolv  ?!  to 
o  to  Shore's  shop,  in  dis^nise,  that  hh  eves  x 
aiofht  bear  witness  ofthetrotii  of  whatJrlo.p.U 
iiix^  had  related  to  him. 

The  kins^,  whose  thon^hts  stiH  ran  on  hh 
lew  intended  mistress,  delayed  not  lon^r  to  pay 
ler  a  visit  He  attired  himself  like  a  merchant, 
nd  wiihdrew  privately  from  the  court,  attended 
mlv  by  a  pa^^e.  Coming  into  Shore's  shop, 
he  richest  in  Lombard  Street,  he  desired  to 
lee  some  plate,  which  was  presently  shewn  to 
lim  ;  and,  under  pretence  of  carrying^  it  with 
lim  bevond  seas,  soon  agreed  for  a  considt^ra. 
>!e  quantity. 

But  no  wife  vet  appeared,  it  bemi^  somewhat 
;oo  <  arly  for  rlsin*^:  wliicli  made  him  delay  the 
ime  with  discourse  of  sevei  a!  matters  transact- 
5fl  in  Kuiil  md.  and  hevond  the  seas,  wh^^re  he 
said  he  travelled:  for  beinsr  a  prince  of  f^reut 
earniuj^,  he  could  di'^cour^^e  of  tHo  t  coi  utries 
ind  tilt!   t»'a<l3  or  co-urn er^e  hel  I  wit'i  the  u, 
»vhich  much  <!eM«'hfed  *^horcjso  thnl  he  o»rfrr- 
ed  his  man  to  fetch  some  wine,  a  ?d  fhey  <lnnik 
miTiily  ;  the  g:'»()d  m^n  be^'iunini^  a  lie  ilih  to 
the  kins^,  whi«  h  the  ki  iiif,  unkn  >wn  f<»  him, 
plr'dff^d.    Aud  when  some  other  healths  h  id 
passed,  tlie  kinsf  a«(ked  him  if  there  was  not  a 
mistress  to  so  fair  a  house  ;  otherwise  he  could 
help  him  to  a  wife,  rich,  youns:,  ^^^^  beautiful  : 
which  was  only  a  fetch,  that  he  mi^;ht  see  what 
he  so  much  lonfi!;ed  for,  before  he  departed. 

For  this  office  ^hore  heartily  thanked  him, 
but  plainly  told  him,  he  was  already  marrie  I  to 
such  a  one  at  ha  deseribtd.  falr^  rich,  and 
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romi|3f,  whom  he  so  ehiirely  loved,  that  she 

was  the  joy  and  delight  of  his  hearty  in  whom 
he  took  such  comfort,  thai  h<id  he  had  no  por- 
tion with  her,  she  was  to  him  a  sufficient  one 
herself,  beyond  all  the  riches  in  the  world. 

This  discourse  made  the  king^  yet  more  de- 
sirous to  see  her  ere  he  departed;  and  begin* 
ning  to  praise  good  wives,  he  insinuated  what 
rare  and  excellent  blessings  such  were  to  their 
husbands.  At  last  he  asked  if  he  might  not 
have  a  sight  of  his  lady^  wiiom  he  de<?ired  to 
present  with  some  fine  things  brought  from  a 
far  country,  seldom  seen  in  England. 

Shore,  who  little  dreamed  what  was  intended 
to  his  ruin,  proud  of  his^^ife's  beauty,  as  too 
many  foolish  men  are,  who  delight  to  shew  them 
to  strarjgers,  though  to  thm^  certain  cuckoldom, 
yielde  1  to  his  request,  and  caused  her  to 
be  called  down.  She  was  attii'ed  in  a  sky  co- 
loured go wui  flowered  with  gold  and  embroidered 
with  pearls:  her  head  attire  being  curious  lace, 
under  which  her  bright  hair  flowed,  wantoning* 
with  the  sporting  air  ;  and  her  !)ltishes,  upon-' 
her  approach,  made  her  yet  more  lovely  to 
behold. 

The  king  no  sooner  saw  the  object  of  his, 
heart's,  desire,  but  he  stepped  forth  and  saluted 
her  soft  coral  lips,  impressing  upoii^them  many'- 
kisses     By  her  husband's  desire  she  sat  down, 
and  the  king  drank  to  her,  when  she  pledged  ' 
him,  and  passed  it  to  her  husband. 

Much  pleasant  discourse  passed,  by  which 
the  kirrg  perceived  her  not  only  of  a  merry,  free 
temper,  but  also  exceedingly  witty,  which  de-^ 
lighted  him  as  much  as  her  beauty,  and  made 
him  resolve  at  any  rate  he  would  enjoy  her 


and  so  presented  her  with  some  curious  tilings^ 
which  she  modestly  refused,  as  presents  too 
great  for  a  stranger;  till  her  husljand  desired 
her  not  to  slight  the  gentleman's  civility. 

The  king  pulling  out  his  gold,  paid  for  his 
plate  ;  which  Shore  would  have  sent  home,  but 
the  king  refused  it,  ordering  his  page  to  carry 
it.  So^  with  many  sweet  kisses,  and  sonie 
amorous  whispers,  he  took  leavCj  for  thai  time, 
of  the  charming  fair. 

CHAP.  III. 

How  Janq  Shore  warned  her  husbarjd  of  the  daiiger^  how 
Mrs.  BIap:ue,  for  the  king,  solicited  Jane's  love,  and 
carried  ber  to  Court,  where  the  king  danced  with  her, 
and  put  a  letter  into  her  hand. 

The  king  no  sooner  departed,  but  the  beau- 
teoiis  Jaue  demanded  of  her  husband,  who 
this  gentleman  was,  thai  had  been  so  liberal 
to  her.  He  told  her,  he  said  he  was  a  mer- 
chant, but  he  knew^  him  not. 

Ah  !  said  she,  his  airy  couotenaoce  ar^d 
graceful  carriage^  s]\ew  him  to  be  somethiog 
more;  1  ratlier  take  him  for  some  great  lord 
in  disguise,  that  will  prove  troublesome  to  mc, 
on  account  of  requiriog  my  love,  as  some  be« 
fore  have  done  ;  therefore,  sweet  husband,  as 
you  tender  my  chastity  and  your  own  ((uiet, 
Jf  he  come  again  and  ask  for  me,  teli  him  I 
am  sick,  or  any  thing  you  can  feign,  with  a 
view  to  disappoint  him. 

l  he  good  man  was  1  ighly  pleased  with  this, 
niul  more  discourse  w^  u1d  have  passed  on  the 
subject,  but  people  coming  in  about  business, 
she  retired. 


1  iig"  id  ihib  tiliie  had  arrived  at  court, 
uhire  iic  had  been  missed,  and  much  enquired 
lor:  he  soon  changed  his  apparel,  and  came 
in  amoni^st  his  nohles  with  a  cheerful  counte- 
nonce.  Thouf;h  others  were  ignorant,  Hast« 
ings  well  perceived  where  he  had  been^aud  the 
satisfaction  he  had  received, 

N  o  sooner  were  they  in  private,  but  the  king 
said,  Well,  Hastings,  I  perceive  thou  hast 
good  judgment  in  tine  women  :  I  have  seen 
Sbore*s  wife,  and  she  exceeds  the  lavish  praises 
j  on  gave  of  her.  I  like  her  well ;  come  what 
will,  I  must  enjoy  her;  though  1  have  made, 
but  little  progress  in  my  love.  But  how, 
piithce,  mufet  I  bring  it  about  ?  to  court  her  a& 
a  piivate  person,  1  shall  be  served  as  you  were, 
and  do  it  as  a  king  is  too  low  ior  me  :  lorce 
her  from  his  arms  1  will  not,  for  that  would 
cause  a  murmuring  among  my  subjects,  who 
would  fear  the  like  by  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters ;  but  I  must  have  her  ;  therefore,  how  this 
last  may  be  obtained  do  you  advise. 

The  Lord  Hastings  no  sooner  heard  h bat 
the  king  determined  last,  but  smiling,  said, 
Take  no  cai  e,  for  this  shall  be  easy  to  your 
highness;  tliere  is  one  Mrs  Blague, }  our  lace- 
womaii,  has  a  house  near  Shore's,  and  is  very 
infioiyle  with  his  wile,  and  thither  she  olten 
resorts  to  pass  the  evenings.  i  his  woman  is 
an  iniiiiile  uiiriguer,  but  of  so  covetous  a  teni- 
pir,  that  a  purse  of  go^d  would  win  her  to  do 
any  thing;  nay,  even  to  debauch  her  own 
daughter.  If  your  highness  so  please,  I  will 
engage  her  in  this  niaiter ;  and  trust  me,  she! 
wiii  sot  u  briisg  it  to  pass  to  your  satisfac  tion  • 
for  there  is  no  j^pring  so  sure  a  takelr  of  loVe  | 
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affairs,  as  to  set  one  woman  to  wheedle  and 
betray  another  The  Kin«;  liked  this  advice  : 
then  it  was  agreed  that  he  should  see  her  at 
Mrs.  Blague's  house,  aud  have  freedom  to 
court  her  ;  but  he  should  not  know  he  was  the 
Kinj3:,  till  be  was  pleased  it  should  be  dis- 
covered 

Mie  f  orJ  Hastings  was  not  slow  in  pro* 
motiu^;  his  Majesty's  happiness,  who  had  so 
highly  favoured  him;  but  soon,  with  gifts 
and  large  promises,  made  the  covetous  lace- 
woman  pliable  to  do  in  this  affair  whatever 
was  desired,  Meeting^s  took  place  at  her 
house,  and  splendid  treats  were  given  the 
King,  coming  as  her  friend  in  disguise  ;  but 
although  she  left  the  lovely  Jane  sometimes 
on  purpose  alone  with  him,  and  retired,  yet 
she  appeared  averse  to  yielding  to  his  love, 
often  blaming  him  sharply  for  proposing  to 
her  to  defile  her  marriage  bed. 

When  his  Majesty  took  his  leave  she 
very  much  chided  Mrs.  Blague  for  suffer- 
ing such  a  rude  man  to  come  to  her  house, 
telling  the  design  he  had  on  her  chastity. 
Mrs  Blague  seemed  to  wonder  at  it,  and 
protested  she  had  not  thought  it  of  him : 
but  intreating  Mrs.  Shore  to  be  at  ease,  and 
make  no  more  words  about  it,  she  said 
she  would  not  suffer  him  to  come  there 
any  more. 

^  I  his  pacified  her;  but  the  plot  being  fur- 
ther laid  for  her  ruin,  in  Christmas  time 
she  got  leave  of  Mr  Shore  that  his  wife 
should  accompany  her  to  court  to  see  the 
ball  and  masque  there;  which  he  consented 
to  with  some  unv^illingnet^ /<  and  being  in. 
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troduced,  after  many  had  danced  to  the 
melodious  ^music,  one  man  of  a  comely  part 
entered,  shining  in  gold  and  jewels  with  a 
mask  on  ;  upon  which  Mrs.  Shore  heard 
the  ladies  whisper,  "  That's  the  King  who, 
looking  round  through  his  mask,  fixed  his 
eyes  on  her  and  immediately  stepped  to  her 
.seat,  and  took  her  out  to  dance  with  him. 

At  this  she  blushed,  and  trembled ;  but 
being  in  a  strange  place,  not  to  be  un- 
mannerly, she  complied,  performing  her  part 
to  admiration  ;  which  being  ended,  he  took 
her  to  a  side  light,  and  pulling  of  his  mask 
to  salute  her,  she^  to  her  great  amazement, 
perceived  it  was  the  same  man  who  had  en-, 
tertained  her  at  her  shop,  and  at  Mrs. 
Blague's  house  ;  when,  putting  a  letter  into 
her  hand,  he  retired.  Mrs.  Shore,  in  much 
confusion,  coming  to  Mrs.  Blague,  intreated 
her  she  would  go  home,  who  having  compassed 
what  she  came  for,  willingly  consented  : 
and  as  she  returned,  plainly  told  her  tliQ  | 
man  she  danced  with  was  the  King,  and 
deeply  in  love  with  her.  When  reading 
the  letter,  they  found  no  more  in  it  than 
this  : — 

'     My  lovely  Jane, 

Your  beauty  has  enthralled  my  heart:  it  is  a  King 
that  sues  you  would  be  kind  to  him  ;  and  by  a  line  or  two 
from  your  hand,  tell  him  so,  to  his  comfort;  who  must  en- 
joy you  at  any  rate  5  and  will  prefer  your  beauty  and  witty 
humour  above  all  the  shining  ladies  of  the  court.  And  : 
whatever  you  leave,  for  my  sak€,  you  shall  have  no  cause 
to  repent  it. 
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When  Mrs.  Shore  had  read  this  letter,  she 
was  much  disturbed  ;  and  abruptly  leaving 
Mrs.   Blague,   whom  she  shrewdly  guessed 

had  a  hand  io  the  matter,  went  home. 


CHAP;  IV. 

How,  by  Mrs.  Biagiie's  peisiutsion,  Mrs.  Shore  yielded  io 
-'the  king's  desires,  and  left  her  husband,  on  pretence  of 
going  to  see  her  mother,  &c. 

All  the  night  following  the  fair  Jane  grew 
restless  and  uneasy,  which  her  husband  per- 
ceiving, enquired  the  cause,  but  could  not 
learn  it,  though  he  found  in  the  morning  some 
tears  had  bedewed  her  fair  cheeks. 

As  soon  as  she  was  up,  she  went  to  Mrs. 
Blague,  to  consult  what  she  might  do  in 
this  great  strait,  as  well  knowing  the 
King's  humour,  that  he  never  spared  wo- 
man  in  his  lust,  nor  man  in  his  anger  ; 
therefore  if  she  complied  not,  he  would  com- 
pel her  to  his  bed  ;  and  then,  perhaps,  for  her 
falseness  in  not  yielding  freely,  he  having  sa- 
tisfied his  appetite,  might  punish  her,  and  make 
her  a  public  shame,  to  the  ruin  of  herself  and 
her  relations. 

Mrs.  Blague  seeing  her  thus  pensive  and 
doubtful,  with  a  betraying  smile  said,  Come, 
my  dear  Jane,  you  must  be  no  longer  coy, 
nor  deny  the  King's  request.  A  royal  mis- 
tress stands  so  high,  ihut  no  finger  dares 
point  at  her,  or  tongue  revile  her:  you  will 
^^gUttcr  near  a  throne^  and  enjoy  so  gallant 


14 


a  bed  fellow,  that  I'll  warrant,  my  child, 
yon  will  uever  Lave  cause  to  repent  of  leav- 
in4»*  a  dull  liushand  for  so  advantai»;eoiis  a 
chaiiCe.  i  find  he  is  resolved  to  have  you 
inr  i\  nn<ri-^s U?er^  f*  re  it  is  best  f«?r  you 
injily  to  sui  n  it  to  be  so  hii»hly  exalted, 
which  will  be  ver^  pkasini^  to  him 

At  this  dist<  urse,  though,  she  trembled  • 
yet,  C(  nsiderins:  the  many  attempts  which 
had  been  made  on  her  chastity,  she  began 
to  believe  this  a  just  tribute  to  her 
beauty. 

Haxinir  an  ambiti^  us  mind,  in  a  fatil  hour 
the  counsel  of  Mrs.  Blague  prevailed;  and 
instead  of  writing  an  answer  to  the  King's 
letter,  it  was  agreed  that  very  night  she 
should  take  her  best  apparel  and  jewels, 
and  put  herself  into  the  King's  arms,  %\ith- 
out  any  more  foimality  or  ceremonious 
denials. 

'i  his  being  concluded  upon,  Mrs.  Blague 
immediately  sent  the  King  notice  of  her 
success  ;  who  was  not  slow,  at  the  appointed 
time,  to  send  his  chariot  for  them  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  her  clothes  were  conveyed  to  Mrs. 
Blague's  house. 

liowevtr,  she  supped  with  her  husband, 
kindly  kissed  him,  and  dropped  some  tears  ; 
when,  on  a  sudden,  came  one  on  a  feigned 
errand,  and  said  tbat  her  mother  was  taken 
ill,  and  must  needs  sptak  wiih  her.  He  would 
have  gor.e  with  htr,  but  sl.e  put  it  off;  and 
kissing  him,  with  tears  in  her  eyes  she 
lelt  him.  Having  put  on  her  best  apparel, 
she  and  Mis.  Blague  got  into  the  cha- 
riat  that  stoo<i  ready  ^  and  ware  cony  eyed  to 


the  King's  secret  riportiiDent,  where  they 
found  him  in  his  dosL-t.  On  ker  apjjroach 
slie  fcnelt:  v^hen  he,  rai.>iiij;»'  Ids  mistress, 
kindly  kissed  and  welconied  her,  v\ilh  many 
endeaiments  It  beina^  lale.  l\lrs.  Blague 
left  them  to  enjoy  their  delighis  and  plea- 
sures. 


CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  great  search  Mrs.  Shore's  husband  and  parents 
made  after  her :  how  they  came  to  know  she  was  with  the 
king  ;  and  how,  for  grief  and  shame,  Mr.  Shore  sold  all 
he  had,  and  travelled  into  many  strange  lands:  how  he 
returned,  and  was  afterwards  hanged  fur  clipping  the 
gold  coin. 

Matthfw  ^HORK,  the  husband,  sitting  up 
late,    and    his    wife   nut    returningj  grew 
much  troubled  in  his  ndnd.     IJe   went  to 
his  mother- in  law's    bu(  ihey  had  not  seen 
j  her  lhat  ua}  ;  nor  was  her  mother  ill,  as  had 
I  been  pret<.nde<i,  so  lhat  ler  absence  greatly 
troubled    the    whole  family.    Ail  the  night 
was  spent  in  seeking  her  amo?  gst  her  re- 
lations   and   acquainiances  :    but    she  not 
Lbiiing   found,   Airs.  Blague,  among  others, 
I  dropping  sonie  <if>s  mbling  tears  lor  her  being 
;  missing,  protchlcd  that  .^he  had  not  seen  her 
I  since  the  night  bt  fore.  '  ' 

I     All  the  next  day  was  also  fruitlessly  spent, 
i  so  that  her  kind  husband  was  in  a  manner 
distracted.    At  lai^t^  con&id^rmg  ^hat  had 
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passed  before,  and  suspecting  she  was  wheedled 
away  by  some  amorous  courtier,  they  re» 
solved  to  make  all  the  interest  they  could 
to  the  King,  not  only  to  recover  her 
again,  but  to  have  the  party  disgraced  and 
punished.  i 

But,  alas  !  the  third  day  they  had  news, 
from  a  court  lady,  that  she  was  seen  with 
the  King.  This  added  more  to  their  grief, 
and  they  feared  if  they  crossed  the  King  in 
his  loving  humour,  it  would  prove  their 
ruin.  They  had  heard  how  he  had  caused 
one  Burder,  Esq.,  who  had  highly  entertained  ' 
him  at  his  house,  to  be  hanged  and  quartered, 
for  wishing  the  horns  of  a  white  buck  he 
loVed  in  the  belly  of  him  who  wished  the 
King  to  kill  him  :  and  another  rijh  man 
in  Cheapside,  for  jestingly  saying  to  his 
son.  Be  a  good  boy,  and  learn  your  book! 
and  i  will  make  you  heir  to  the  Crown  :tt 
meaning  no  other  than  his  own  house  witljtt 
that  sign  1 1 

They  made  indeed  secret  enquiry,  whe- ii 
ther  it  was  a  voluntary  act  or  force  :  tind-iin 
ing  it  the  former,  and  she  wholly  unwilling! m 
to  leave  her  new  lover,  gave  over  theii  if 
hopes  of  reclaiming  her.  So  that  Shonili 
utterly  renounced  her;  and  growing  melanlli 
choly,  sold  off  all  he  had,  and,  to  cure  hii  ii 
troubled  mind,  travelled  into  Flanders  t 
France,  Spain,  Turkey,  and  many  othei  i 
strange  countries,  where  a  magician  shewe<  (a 
him  his  wife's  lace  in  a  glass,  in  all  hei  i 
pomp  and  greatness,  with  all  the  misonVi  t 
that  afterwards  befel  her,  ii 

Iletiiruing  in  a  poor  state,  when  he  sup 
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posed  every  one  liad  f  i  gotten  him,  with  a 
view  to  supply  his  jaessiug  wants,  he  prac- 
tised filing"  and  clipping  the  gold  coin  ;  for 
which  he  suffered  death,  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth. 


CHAP.  VI. 

How  Jane  Shore  lived  at  court  in  great  pomp  till  the  death 
of  king  Edward  :  how  Lord  Hastings  then  took  her  for 
his  concubine ;  and  how  he  was  put  to  death  by  crook- 

'  ed-backed  Richard. 

The  famous  Jane  Shore  having  forsaken 
ber  husband,  and  wholly  surrendered  her 
jchastity  to  the  King  ;  pleased  with  the  glit- 
itering  splendour  of  the  court,  and  endeared 
by  a  monarch's  love,  was  admired  by  the 
iv'ulgar,  towards  whom  she  behaved  herself 
in  the  most  courteous  manner,  preferring 
^any  to  places  of  wealth  and  credit.  Such 
ivas  her  power  with  the  King,  that  when 
lis  courtiers  durst  not  at  any  time  intercede 
for  the  miserable  and  wretched  thai  lay 
Under  his  displeasure,  on  the  sentence  of 
IWth,  slie,  with  her  pronipt  wit  and  hu- 
ifiour,  would  soon  abate  his  anger,  that  slie 
ijaved  the  lives  of  many,  both  poor  and 
i'ich ;  and  though  she  could  in  a  mann(^r 
to  all  with  him,  it  was  never  known  that 
\he  used  her  influence  to  the  hurt  ol*  any. 

Both  in  liOndon  and  in  the  progress  she 
Itad^  in  the  country,  she  would  cause  poor 
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people  to  be  sous^ht  l      and  relieve  their  Jj 
necessiitiejs.   inducinj?  a'ld  persnadiii^^  others 
who  expected  iJ^ond  o'tices  from  the  Kiusf,? 
bv  her  means,  to  do  the  like ;  nev^nvsellin*;^ 
her  favours,   but  tliinkini^  it  pavment  s^uffi-]^ 
cient,  to  be  thanked  and  applauded  for  her 
free  and  irenerous  temper;  with  wiiich,  aad  ; 
bpr  quick  wit.  she  so  baffled  the  court  ladies  | 
who  envied    her  aspirins^,    that  they  found  . 
themselves  unable  to  ridicule  hei.  ^ 
And  though  the  Kin«^  had  another  mis-' 
tress  before  her,  namely  Bessv,  yet  he  pre-T 
ferred  Shore's  wife  much  before  her  ;  and 
often   would  merrily  siy.  I  have  two  mis-, 
tresses  of  stransre   different    tempers ;  one^ 
the  most  relij^ious,  and  the  other  the  mer., 
riest  in  Kns^land  :  and  indeed  she  was  held||l 
in  hia^h  favour  and  admiration  all  the  rei^n 
of  this    fi^reat   and    warlike    Kinsf,  havin<^ 
crowds  of  petitiojsers  and  suitors  waitings  at 
the  chamber  door,  or   at  her  chariot  side, 
when  she  was  to  ride  abroad  5  whose  suits  I 
to  the  utmost  of  her  power  she  preferre  l 
As  for  Mrs.  Rlau^ue,  who  leyx^t  deserved  of,' 
her,  she   pr  »cured   of  the   Kini^  a  stately 
house  ami  manor,  worth  t  vo  hundred  pounds 
a  yeaiL    Put  the  Romish  clergv,  who  were  ; 
hot  in  persecuting^  many  who  professed  the 
gospel  truths,  irreatlv  hated  her,  because  she , 
sheJtt-red  many  from  their  ras^e  and  furv  after  ! 
they  had  burned  John  Hull  on  Tower  Hill  for 
a  heretic. 

But  as  no  worldly  pomp  or  j^reatness  is 
of  lon^  duration,  so  now  her  i^lory  must  , 
have  an  end,  and  her  days  of  inexpressible 
misery  htgiiu    The  King  dying  at  Wtiti^j 
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minster,  in   the  42d  year  of  his  a<^e,  and 
2Bd  vear  of  his  re?«:n,  anno  1483,  he  was  no 
sooner  bnrre  I  in  a  chapel  of  hi^  own  found- 
ns:  at  Windsor.  hiU  cro:>ked  backer!  Richar  l, 
lis  brother,   (who  had   ninnlrred   K\u^  iH- 
?hard  !f   and   Prince  t'dward  his  s^n)  as- 
jinu^  to  the  crown.  th(>nf>h   Kin«;  isdward 
} ad  left  two  sons,  viz    l^^dward  awl  Uichard, 
rery   j^onnj^:,   buth   behind   hini.    and  inniy 
laughters,    all     law  fully    bei>^j)tten    of  the 
3ueen  ;   because  the  Lord  Hastiness,  (who 
ifter  the  death  of  the  King-  had  taken  Jane 
5hore  for  bis  concubine,  as  now  free)  would 
lot  assist  him   in  his    wicked    project  of 
paking  away   with   his   two  nephews,  he 
!fterwards  getting   the  crown,   caused  him 
0  be  murdered  in  the  Tower.    He  quarrelled 
yith   him,    allegidg   that  the    Queen  and 
Shore's    wife    had    bewitched    him,  shew-, 
iig  his  withered  arm,  which  all  knew  had 
een  so  fro;ii  his  cradle.     flastings,  ihink- 
jig  to  excuse  her,  said,  If  ihey  have  done 
p,  they  ought  to  be  punished  ;  on  which 
{ichard    furiously    replied.    Thou  traitor! 
ost  thou  serve  me  with  ifs  and  ands?  I 
jll  thee,  they   have   done  s^,   and  that  1 
all  make   good   on   thy  bod\  ;    and  9f)on 
fter  he  caused  his  head  to  be  cut  off  on 
log  on  the  Tower. 
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CHAP.  vn. 

How  Mrs.  Blague  cheated  Jane  Shore  of  her  jewels  :  how 
she  did  penance  in  the  open  streets,  and  all  the  people 
were  commanded  not  to  relieve  her;  which  a  baker 
doing,  he  was  hanged  for  it :  how  Jane  lived  miserably, 
and  died  in  a  ditch. 

Jane  Shore  had  no  sooner  notice  of  the 
death  of  Lord  Hastings^  her  paramour,  but 
she  perceived  a  storm  was  falling  on  her 
head  ;  wherefore,  as  she  thought  to  pro- 
vide in  time,  carried  all  her  jewels  and 
rich  things  to  her  old  confidante,  Mrs. 
Blague,  entreating  her  to  conceal  them  for 
her;  but  she,  like  a  faithless  woman,  not 
only  denied  them,  and  any  other  succour, 
but  when,  in  her  greatest  need  she  came 
to  crave  an  alms,  she  thrust  her  out  of* 
doors,  threatening  to  have  her  whipped  for| 
her  impudence. 

Richard,  by  the  means  aforesaid,  having^ 
gotten  the  crown,  though  he  was  a  mon- 
ster in  nature,  publicly  declaring  his  mo-' 
ther  to  be  a  whore,  his  brother  and  hi^ 
children  to  be  bastards,  caused  his  queen  , 
to  be  poisoned,  and  would  have  wedded 
his  nieca  To  make  himself  seem  fair  by 
other  sins,  he  ordered  Jane  Shore  to  be 
apprehended,  stripped  of  all  she  had,  and 
to  do  penance,  by  several  times  standing 
in  a  white  sheet ;  and  then  to  walk  bare, 
footed  and  bareheaded  in  her  shift,  before 


the  procession,  with  a  cross  and  wax  taper  ia 
lier  Imndj  through  Cheapside  ;  wliich  she  did, 
looking  so  lovely  in  her  blushes,  that  many 
pitied  her.  Richard  also  stripped  all  her 
friends  and  relations  of  whatever  they  had,  pre- 
tending they  had  got  it  by  her  means  from  the 
crown  in  King  Edward's  reign.  This  dis- 
^race  of  their  only  daughter  soon  caused  the 
death  of  Jane's  aged  father  and  mother. 

Yet  not  content  with  this,  Richard  put 
out  a  severe  proclamation,  that  no  person 
should  harbour  her  in  their  houses,  or  re- 
lieve her  with  food  or  raiment,  on  pain  of  death 
and  confiscation  of  goods :  so  that  she  went 
wandering  up  and  down  to  find  her  food  on 
the  bushes,  and  on  the  dunghills,  where  some 
friends  she  had  raised  would  throw  bones 
with  more  meat  than  usual,  with  crusts  of 
bread,  in  the  places  where  she  haunted  the 
dunghills;  and  a  baker,  who  had  been  con« 
demned  to  die  for  a  riot  made  in  the  city  in 
Edward's  time,  and  released  by  her  means,  as 
jlie  saw  her  pass  by,  in  gratitude  for  her  kind- 
bess,  would  tunable  a  penny  loaf  after  her, 
which  she  thankfully  took  up,  and  blessed 
jim  with  tears  in  her  eyes.  But  some  mali- 
iioiis  neighbour  informing  against  him,  he 
Aas  hanged  for  disobeying  King  Richard's 
broclamation;  which  so  territied  others,  that 
;hey  durst  not  relieve  her  with  any  thing.  So 
jtill,  in  piteous  rags,  almost  naked,  she  v\ent 
I'bout,  a  miserable  and  deplorable  spectacle 
wringing  her  hands,  and  bemoaning  he 
boiidition. 

Thus  she  continued  till  King  Richard  was 
plain,  at  the  battle  in  Bosworth-fields,  in  the 
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fight  ag^airist  Henry  tiari  of  Richmond,  who 
succeeded  him  by  the  name  of  Henry  the 
Seventh,  in  which  reign  she  hoped  for  better 
days  ;  but  cruel  fortune  reigning*  here,  blasted 
all  her  hopes ;  for  Henry  mairying  Richard's 
eldest  daughter  to  Kdward  the  Fourth,  Kini^ 
Edward's  Queen,  who  having  great  sv^/ay,  and 
mortally  hating  Jane  Sliore,  procured  aiiother 
proclamation  against  her  ;  so  that  she  wan- 
dered up  and  down,  in  as  pt>or  and  miserable 
a  condition  as  before;  till  i^rown  old,  and 
utterly  friendless,  she  finished  her  life  in  a 
ditch,  adjoining  Hishopsgate  street,  which  has 
ever  since  been  called  Shore-ditch  in  com- 
memoration ol  this  melancholy  catastrophe. 
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BRIEF  REMARKS 

ON 

Other  unfortunate  Meauties 

WHO  WERE  ROYAL  FAVOURITES. 

The  Scripture  assures  us  that  "  whoremonj^ers 
and  adulterers  God  will  judge/'  and  hence  we 
may  learn  the  varied  and  muhiplied  evils  to 
which  such  persons  a'-e  continually  exposed. 
iTheir  ways  are  not  pleasant,  neither  iire  their 
pjiths  peaceful.    C\)nscience,  like     the  worm 
which  dieth  not,"  poisons  all  their  pleasures? 
and  corrodes  every  ^erm  of  happiness.  We 
here  j^ee  that  the  more  ex.^hed  t!ie  sfalion,  the 
nune  accnnui'at  d  the  niLsery,  particularly  of 
'the  fesnaie  <lelitjque?U,  \vhf>  is  i^-eiierriliy  the 
:  ^^-realest  suffen-r      rrK.>li>lilv  inia^-!oh].i4'  tli.'it 
nioiiey  auswereth  a!!  tfaugs,''  uonien  are  too 
apt  to  be  dra\\n  aside  frosn  the  s  i  at  paths  of 
virtue  by  the  deceitfu^ues  of  riches,  an(!  the 
ostentations  glare  and  p^irade  of  wealth,  rank, 
and  title;  by  which  ihey  lose  ihe  esteem  of  the 
wise  and  f^ood,  and  make  shipwreck  of  all  re- 
spect for  themselves,  and  tiiat  calm  peace  of 
mind  with  which  conscious  rectitude  always 
inspires  the  human  breast. 
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The  fate  of  Jane  SI  e,  of  fair  Rosamond, 
and  of  many  others,  ia  former  days,  who  had 
ministered  to  the  voluptuous  pleasures  of  kings 
and  princes,  points  an  important  moral  lesson 
to  the  female  sex.  And  in  later  days  examples 
of  a  similar  kind  are  sufficiently  abundant, 
Amongfst  these  the  miseries  and  misfortunes 
to  which  Mary  Kobinson  was  exposed,  after 
her  imprudent  connection  with  a  certain  prince, 
will  long  be  remembered  ;  and  also  the  suffer- 
ings and  degradation  of  Mary  Ann  Clarke, 
who  had  foolishly  and  improperly  connected 
herself  with  another  sprig  of  royalty,  far  be* 
neath  her  intellect.— Lastly,  we  are  reminded 
of  the  misfortunes  and  miserable  death  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Jordan,  who,  after  having  given 
birth  to  several  children  to  a  royal  Prince,  and 
been  recognized  as  the  mother  of  his  children 
by  several  members  of  the  royal  family,  who 
attended  at  the  baptisms,  at  last  died  in  poverty 
and  distress,  a  wretched  exile  in  a  foreign  land, 
and  was  indebted  to  the  charity  of  strangers, 
(some  English  merchants  then  in  Paris)  who 
subscribed  to  procure  her  a  grave  ! 


